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RECOMMENDED that the Chief Executive:

A Notes the preparation of the Healthy Town Framework for the Harlow and Gilston 
Garden Town (HGGT). 

B Endorses the recommendation of the Harlow and Gilston Garden Town Board to 
release the draft Healthy Town Framework (attached as Appendix A to the report) 
for consultation and information.

REASON FOR DECISION

A To make the draft Framework available for consultation and information ahead 
of its possible use as a material planning consideration for the preparation of 
masterplans, the Gilston Area Charter, pre-application advice, assessing 
planning applications and any  other development management purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. The Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA) have been commissioned 
to formulate a Healthy Town Framework. The client for this commission has 
been the Harlow Gilston Garden Town (HGGT) Health Workstream. This 
Workstream includes representation from the partner Councils, the NHS Clinical 
Commissioning Groups, NHS Trusts (including Princess Alexandra Hospital), 



public health, community and voluntary services and the Harlow Health Centres 
Trust.

2. The draft Framework has been subject to assessment by the Quality Review 
Panel. A Chair’s Review was undertaken on 3 May 2019. The draft Framework 
has been revised and updated taking account of the output from the Review 
(which is attached as Appendix B to the report). 

3. The consultation will comprise engagement with landowners and developers of 
the Garden Town sites and other development sites in Harlow. It is considered 
that the consultation exercise will also represent a good opportunity to raise the 
profile of the Garden Town and one of the key aspirations around the creation of 
a healthy town. In that respect, there will be wider community engagement 
through the consultation exercise across the partner authorities. 
 

ISSUES/PROPOSALS

4. The draft Framework sets out its status and how it is intended to be used. It will 
be a guidance document and is not intended to be prescriptive. Subject to the 
outcome of consultation, and the form of the final document, it has been 
recommended that all partners consider endorsing it, when in final form, so that 
its weight in planning decision making can be enhanced.

5. The Framework is structured around nine elements that are aligned to the 
Healthy New Town principles developed by NHS England with Public Health 
England, the TCPA, the King’s Fund and the Young Foundation. In relation to 
each of the elements, the Framework sets out a range of indicators which can 
inform and shape policy making and also assist in the evaluation of land use 
proposals coming forward.

6. There are a range of actions that the Council and health service providers can 
also undertake to pursue the objectives of the Framework. These are set out in a 
delivery and implementation section of the document. In many cases, action is 
already underway to achieve the outcomes listed. The Framework is not a policy 
instrument that should be applied to developer proposals only.

7. The Health Workstream also intends to prepare a draft Health Framework Action 
Plan to support implementation of the Framework. The Action Plan will be 
finalised, taking into account feedback from the consultation exercise, and will 
be reported back to a later meeting of this HGGT Board and then, to each 
HGGT partner authority. 

8. The draft Framework has been considered by the Garden Town Board and 
Cabinet is requested to endorse the document for a consultation and 
engagement exercise 



IMPLICATIONS

Environment and Planning (Includes Sustainability)
The Healthy Town Framework supports the health and wellbeing policies in Harlow’s 
emerging Local Plan. A potential outcome from the consultation is for Harlow Council 
to consider the production of a Supplementary Planning Guidance document to set 
out in more detail specific planning policies designed to promote this agenda.
Author: Andrew Bramidge, Head of Environment and Planning 

Finance (Includes ICT, and Property and Facilities)
None specific.
Author: Simon Freeman, Head of Finance and Deputy to the Chief Executive

Housing
As outlined in the report.
Author: Andrew Murray, Head of Housing

Community Wellbeing (Includes Equalities and Social Inclusion)
As contained within the report.
Author: Jane Greer, Head of Community Wellbeing

Governance (Includes HR)

Author: Simon Hill, Head of Governance

Appendices

Appendix A – Draft Harlow and Gilston Garden Town Healthy Town Framework
Appendix B – Quality Review Panel report

Background Papers 

None.

Glossary of terms/abbreviations used

HGGT – Harlow and Gilston Garden Town
TCPA – Town and Country Planning Association 


